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CONFUCIUS THE SAGE AND THE EELIGION

OF  CHINA.

BY PROFESSOR  JAMES LEGGE.

THE subject which* I have undertaken to bring before you is,
you perceive, twofold: Confucius the Sage and the Religion
of China. I purposely worded it so. Two errors are frequently
fallen into about Confucius. Some writers represent him as the
author of what I may call the State religion of his country;
while others contend that his teaching is merely a system of
morality, without the element of religion. I have thought it
would be well if I constructed my lecture this afternoon so as
to correct both those errors, and give you, so far as the time
will permit, some information as to who and what Confucius
was, and what was the nature of that religion which was his
by inheritance. We shall thus see how the two errors about
him-have arisen, be able to form an opinion as to the service
which he did for China and the world, and also to pass a
judgment as to the religious beliefs and practices which have
obtained among the Chinese people from time immemorial.

First, then, let me tspeak to you of Confucius, giving you a
brief sketch of his history, character, and teachings, without
bringing in the subject of "religion. I need hardly tell you that
the name Confucius is merely the Latinized form of the three
Chinese words K'ung Fft-tsze (jf^ -^ -^), meaning " The Master
K'ung," equivalent in the mouths of his disciples to "Our
Master K'ung," and accepted generally as the denomination
of him as the most distinguished, or among the most dis-
tinguished, of all human teachers. He was emphatically a
teacher. He was not a hero, whose history can be made inter-
esting by a record of his military prowess, nor a man of science,
who enlarged the boundaries of knowledge, and opened the way
to new triumphs of man over nature. He was the sage, the
man of calm and practical wisdom, inspired by the love of
mankind, and inculcating the lessons of human duty.

His surname, as I have just intimated, was K'ung; and his
birth took place in the year B.C. 551, in what was then the